This activity “what is math engagement” was done in the Group kick off meeting (June
2023), a meeting in the partner stage of CEnR. The goals of the activity were:

To engage our student and teacher partners in conceptualizing what our topic of
interest (i.e., math engagement) is.

To practice making meaning of data. Specifically, this activity is a light-touch
version of thematic analysis.

To uplift our student and teacher partners’ lived experiences and thoughts. We did

this by using interview responses from their own individual onboarding meetings as
data.

Activity instruction:

We will be in groups of 3 people. (this allows time and space for everyone to
contribute)

Remind the group that in their Individual onboarding meetings (June 2023), we
asked them about their experiences and thoughts on math engagement. This
activity uses their responses (*de-identified) as data.

From their interview responses, we heard various ideas about "what math
engagementis." Each Post-it note is one of those ideas, accompanied by a
definition and a quote (see screenshot below for examples). Read through the ideas
each of you shared. (7 minutes)

This project is funded by the National Science Foundation, grant #2200437. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or
recommendations expressed in these materials are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
National Science Foundation.

Learn more about the Adapted Measure of Math Engagement at https://www.childtrends.org/project/adapted-measure-
of-math-engagement.
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Adapted Measure of Math Engagement

Concept

Definition

Example Quote

Asks questions (or for help)

Refers to students asking (or not asking) questions or for help within
the class.

An engaged student asks questions. When they don't know, they ask
for help.

Completes classwork or

Refers to students working on (or not working on) classwork or

Everyone has homework, but not everyone chooses fo do it

homework homework.
" Refers to students being distracted in class (e.g., technology, other A student who has chosen to not engage in the moment they are
Gets distracted
students, daydreaming). normally on their phone, sometimes heads down and sleeping.
Tell me about a time you were engaged in math.
Help others Refers to students helping others in class. Response: Helping other people. | struggled with math in 6th grade

so [ know how it feels. Now | know how fo help others.

Participates in class

Refers to students broadly participating in class (e.g., raising their
hand, sitting up straight)

An engaged student participates in math class a lof most of the fime.
She participates by raising her hand, going to the board, and other
activities in the class

e Thetask as a group: arrange the ideas into "buckets" of similar or related ideas.
Write down what each bucket describes (20 minutes). See screen shots below
for two examples.
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e Come backto a large group and share out.

o Share 2 buckets:
= Whatis the bucket called and what ideas are in that bucket?

o Anyideas that surprised you? Hard to put into buckets?
o Anyideas thatyou really like?

participation
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